










Courts should modify the way in which courtroom participants, including the public, will be 

arranged in the courtroom. Special attention should be paid to placement of witnesses and 

parties so that jurors, the judge and attorneys can see the witnesses and parties during 

testimony. Special attention should be paid to placement of evidence presentation displays so 

that jurors and witnesses can see the information being displayed. Courts should plan to 

spaces where a judge can have a sidebar or private conversations with jurors and counsel. 

Microphone Protection Protocols 

Courts shall limit, to the degree possible, the shared use of microphones during the jury 

proceeding. If a microphone must be shared, court should limit the passing of the microphone 

unless the microphone is cleaned between each user. In addition, disposable microphone 

covers should be placed on the shared microphones and changed between each user. 

Exhibit/Evidence Management 

Food 

Courts shall limit, to the degree possible, the use of physical or paper exhibits/evidence where 

feasible or appropriate by converting the exhibit/evidence to a digital form. When physical or 

paper exhibits/evidence is required, courts should reduce the exchange of that 

exhibit/evidence to the number of persons necessary and should limit passing the 

exhibit/evidence to the individual members of the jury. If an exhibit/evidence is required to be 

transferred from person to person, single use gloves should be worn and discarded 

immediately after handling the exhibit/evidence. 

During jury deliberation, courts should make efforts to provide the jury with access to digital 

exhibits/evidence that would normally be shared with the jury during deliberation. Where 

digital exhibits/evidence is not feasible, court should consider limiting the transfer of the 

exhibit/evidence from juror-to-juror by spreading the exhibits/evidence on a table for 

inspection from the table in the jury deliberation room. 

Courts that provide food to jurors or other participants during a jury proceeding should 

ensure that individual food portions, such as individually boxed meats, are provided. 

There will be meetings between the District Judge and the County judges to assure that adjustments 

are made as necessary to ensure public health and safety. 
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